as part of restored Poland, 70 per cent, of the popula-
tion were found to be utterly illiterate. Yet in spite
of all this repression, the process of denationalizing
the Poles was a complete and utter failure. The Poles
remained Poles.

In the midst of the fresh memory of these events,
in 1867, and soon to be a sufferer from their cruel
sequel, was born Joseph Pilsudski, who was all his life
to struggle for, and then work to consolidate, Polish
liberty.

THE PRESERVATION OF THE POLISH
SPIRIT

During the igth century, and with increasing
intensity toward its end, the Governments of Russia
and Germany used every means, fair and foul, to crush
the Polish spirit, obliterate all sense of Polish national-
ity, and even to eradicate the language. A description
of this process is not within the aim of this brochure,
which limits itself quite closely to events and personali-
ties, but the efforts of the Poles to resist this complete
elimination of their nation and history and tongue
from both .life and history brought several great
personalities to the front, who made important con-
tributions to the preservation of the Polish spirit, and
a few paragraphs devoted to these men will not be out
of place.

First, however, one must mention a most potent
force in this conservation of the Polish .tongue and
tradition, the Catholic Church. After the partitions